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Report of
The Director






Report of the Director

Institutions, particularly the ones with glorious past,
should periodically pause, evaluate and reorient;
refined vision must be re-owned by the institution.
CCMB, when established was one of the few institutions
in the country with a mandate to carryout basic modern
molecular biology research. It was believed that it will
become a jewel in the crown of Indian biological
science. Indeed, over the last two decades it has become
one of the premier institutions in this part of the world
with recognition from UNESCO, the Academy for the
Developing World and others. Now we aspire to take it to
the next higher level and benchmark with the global best.

Diversity of expertise and facilities is the major strength
of CCMB. This resulted in a large number of outstanding
contributions to our understanding of molecular and
cellular processes. Our attempt now is to try and evolve a
few specific unified lines of activity, for example, the
problems of the aged. The general complaints of the
elderly people are loss of vision, impairment of hearing
and locomotive difficulties. Can we address the problem
of the aged using modern molecular biology
approaches? Can we understand the epigenetic changes

in the aging process which might help us design
strategies to mitigate the complications? Can we
investigate the molecular basis for the life-style
diseases?

Infectious diseases are one of the major causes of
morbidity and death in developing countries including
our own. Can we make a concerted effort to address
infectious diseases that are important to our country?

The world population has crossed six billion and
growing. Feeding global population certainly needs
modern methods of agriculture. Genetically modified
crop is one possibility. In addition to this, it is possible to
obtain similar results by using molecular marker-
assisted approaches in improving the yield and quality of
food crops. Can we explore these possibilities,
particularly based on our recent success in producing
disease-resistant Samba Mahsuri rice variety?

Desirable combination of chosen qualities of hybrid
plant variety does not necessarily continue in subsequent
generations. It should be possible to produce clonal
seeds which would produce plants identical to the
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